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-Professional Forest Management-

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR WOODED LAND,
 FOR CONSERVATION, INCOME, OR BOTH...
At Michigan Timber Conservation LLC we are always looking for quality timber. We have years of experience working with landowners; and we buy logs, stumpage and timber land in Michigan. We also provide complimentary timber cruises, income projections, and much more…
Below, you will find a contact form for a free, no obligation consultation of your woodlot. One of our representatives will walk your forest and provide you with a timber projection plan including harvest recommendations. Feel free to ask us questions about properly maintaining your woodlot. We are here to help. 
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A Michigan Company Doing Business in Michigan
Michigan's Forests 
Today Michigan has more forest land acres than ever,  since the time of the original logging of early statehood.  The woodlands of Michigan have made a remarkable comeback that makes it among the most important sources of timber in the nation.
From the lands once called "scalped" of the original forests, to over 19 million acres, over half the land in Michigan, of now wooded timber lands, annual surpluses of timber and fiber above what is harvested proves the dynamism of the forests that continue to produce more than is being used.
 Your Forest Management Legacy 
A continuing  Forest Management Legacy means providing guidance to the people who will make management decisions for the future.
It is our job to help insure wildlife habitats are protected, timber grows in rotation, and stands are adequately regenerated.  As a company committed to sustainable forest excellence and woodland stewardship; we will provide you the tools necessary to fulfill your objectives.
There are many objectives timber land owners face when managing a woodlot.  Often overwhelmed by these variations, owners find difficulty in stating a clear plan for their woodlot. To simplify all of this: our experience has shown there are three main groups most timber land owners prioritize.
These include in no particular order, income production, long term investment, and personal satisfaction, including wildlife habitat, recreational use, and overall aesthetics.
Confused?  That's ok.  Most timber land owners find it easiest to work with a Sustainable Forestry Consultant.  We will answer all your questions, and provide you with a projection plan that best suits your needs.
Making the right decisions is not always easy. Some timber land owners believe it is unethical to disturb the forest in any way. Yet we need the raw materials the forest yields, and have demonstrated we can harvest timber without jeopardizing other values. Careful planning with an eye on the future will almost always lead to the right decisions. 
We are fortunate to live in an era where our knowledge of forest ecosystems is expanding rapidly. Our ability to make the right timber management decisions increases as our commitment to responsible forestry practices is increased.
"Forests are a renewable resource that are capable of providing an ongoing supply of products and services. All timber lands can provide some of these products and services, but a managed forest produces the greatest amount and will continue to do this indefinitely if correctly managed. "      Michigan DNR   
Complete Forest Plan
-OUTLINE INFORMATION-
 “The MTC is committed to ongoing Forest Stewardship, and Sustainable Forestry excellence.  It is our primary goal to maintain Michigan Forests in an economical, responsible manner, while exceeding the expectations of our forest owners.” 
Below, you will find a program outline that describes the benefits of becoming a member, and what you should expect from us in the future.
 FOREST MANAGEMENT-
During enrollment, our members are provided with a long-term management approach that addresses all aspects of Sustainable Forestry.  Field studies are performed periodically to insure proper management practices have been applied. 
	TREE FARM RECOGNITION- 
Michigan Timber Conservation, LLC registers all of its members in the American Tree Farm System.  This recognition allows lumber to be classified as “sustainably certified” for forest owners who want to position their timber for the expanding certified wood market. 
	


ANNUAL CARBON PAYMENTS-
Throughout the duration of the program, members will receive royalty payments for the amount of carbon their forest captures/off-sets.  The MTC verifies these off-sets, bringing them to the market place, where they are sold to the highest bidder.  Each member receives a percentage of all off-sets.  The amount a member is to receive is directly related to the amount of acreage they have enrolled into the program.
 QUALITY HARVESTING METHODS-
On occasion, some parcels may need proper thinning to insure continued positive growth and timber production.  These operations are provided by our company.
 LONG TERM INVESTMENTS-
We believe in investing in the future.  Our members are proportionately rewarded for their timber investments.  During the program period, members contribute a small percentage off their off-sets into a Protection Pool.  This Pool is designed to protect the integrity of all forest stock.  We cannot see catastrophic events before they happen, but we can plan for them.  Upon completion of the program, members are rewarded for their contributions with the remaining off-sets available in the pool.  
 COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE-
“Our commitment is to provide a sustainable forestry program that insures a profitable, renewable resource for many generations to come.”  As our relationship to woodlot owners increase, the concept of eco-forestry, reforestation, wildlife habitat, and Best Management Practices become a well balanced part of Michigan's only true sustainable forestry program.
Improving Michigan Forests
LAND OWNERS:  EARN ADDITIONAL ANNUAL INCOME 
FROM THE CO2 OFF-SET CREDITS PRODUCED BY YOUR TIMBERLAND
Michigan Timber Conservation, LLC leads the timber industry with innovative timberland programs for landowners. We offer a unique way for Michigan property owners to maximize the financial gains from their forested land, through the capture and sequestration of carbon, and utilizing long lived wood products.  You can now receive annual royalty payments simply by implementing and utilizing the management practices set forth through our Carbon Off-Set Program.  
For a duration of 15 years our company measures the amount of carbon, and sequestration rates that  your forest  captures.   This allows us to more adequately manage a forest, and obtain a better perspective of harvest cycles, and individual tree selections.  Using scientific forestry methods, we will determine the amount of offsets your woodland provides, present it to market, and distribute royalty payments to forests owners, annually, as they mature. 
This ongoing management provides consistent, accurate documentation of your forest, and its expected growth rates.  
Occasionally, Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) harvests take place to insure new growth and the proper timber rotation.  During these improvement cycles, your timber is presented  to a network of producers.  These producers are recognized by Michigan Timber Conservation, LLC as being  known for their outstanding commitment to Forest Stewardship.  Insuring that your timber is exposed to the best market conditions available at the time in which a harvest takes place.  
All field work is professionally executed  without any out of pocket expense to timber landowners.  Our goal is to maintain Michigan's Forests in a responsible, ethical manner that promotes  positive growth, including capture and sequestration of carbon in wood products.  This is the best approach  known to reduce the  greenhouse gas effects of  environmental CO2.
After they have been verified and approved for our program, participating landowners will receive annual royalties for their carbon off-sets.
You must own a minimum of 10 acres* of Wooded Land to be considered for enrollment.  Upon approval, this program will...  
Sustainably manage and improve your forest's health.
Improve the long term carbon sequestration capabilities of your woodland.
Pay all start up and forest inventory costs.
Have all work 3rd party verified and sustainably certified for your protection.
Pay you carbon sequestration royalties annually.
Pay you additional revenue from sustainable logging operations as needed.
We manage your property with you and your management goals for the health of your forest. This will be performed using  a comprehensive long term sustainable management approach to your wooded lands.
If your forest has harvestable, merchantable timber; you will still be able to use your timberland for wood production, as long as it's done using a sustainable, planned, measured,  long term approach.
You have our commitment that by using our years of experience working in the forest we will properly manage your woodland so that you will experience both annual royalties for CO2 sequestration and periodic  payments  from any possible timber sales.  Our goal is to increase your overall bottom line by improving your woodland over time.
	               The Importance of Forest Carbon Credits     

Climate stabilization cannot be achieved this century without forests.    
Within the next 25 years in the US 44.2 million acres will be at risk of  conversion to developed areas.    
Forestry has the greatest potential to reduce the concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide over the next 25 years.       
Forests provide food and fuel, purify fresh water, reduce erosion and control desertification.      
Illegal logging is stimulated by the absence of alternative value and a global shortage of sustainably managed timber.
About 53% of the Nation's water supply originates on forest land.
 
	


For more information about carbon off-sets in other states,
please view the links below...
Published: April 05, 2009  
Kentucky forest owners can sell carbon credits for trees
ANDY MEAD
Associated Press
IRVINE — Justin Maxson admits that the concept he's been explaining to Appalachian landowners is a little difficult to wrap your mind around:

"There's an odorless, colorless gas that is sucked out of the air by your trees, and somebody's going to pay you for that."
The gas is carbon dioxide, or CO2, which contributes to global warming. Industries that produce it, and want to reduce their carbon footprint, are willing to pay when healthy trees do what they do naturally, which is absorb the CO2 and store it.
Because the trees must be in forests that are well managed, a side benefit is that the region's long-abused forests could finally get some respect. That, in turn, is good news for wildlife and water quality.
No money has changed hands yet, mostly because the program is voluntary and the recession has lowered the amount of money that companies are willing to spend. But legislation is looming that could limit CO2 emissions and push up prices.

Maxson is executive director of the Berea-based Mountain Association for Community Economic Development, which is lining up people with forest land and walking them through the steps needed to sell carbon credits. In the emerging world of carbon credits trading, MACED is called an aggregator. It calls its program the Forest Opportunities Initiative.

Aggregators are especially needed in a state such as Kentucky, where nearly half the land is forested, but 89 percent of the forests are owned by private landowners. The average woods is just 26 acres. MACED's plan is to group many parcels together, and, when the price is right, sell their credits on the Chicago Climate Exchange.
So far, MACED has signed up 30 people who own altogether more than 16,000 acres of woods, nearly all of it in eastern Kentucky.
The organization figures that wooded acres already enrolled are taking up 57,300 tons of CO2 in a year. Using the Environmental Protection Agency's online Greenhouse Gas Equivalencies Calculator, that equals the emissions used to generate electricity for nearly 8,000 homes for a year, or from burning 299 rail cars of coal.
SALEM, Ohio — It’ll be one of the easiest ways you’ll ever make money off your farmland. 

That’s what’s being said about carbon credit trading, and farmers in eight Pennsylvania counties have the chance to be among the first in the Keystone State to get involved and profit from doing, well, nothing.

  For more information on the pilot program or informational meeting schedule, call:

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau

717-761-2740 
Carbon Credit Trading program
Minnesota landowners can sell ‘carbon crop’
By Gary Wyatt and Diomy Zamora, University of Minnesota Extension

 Farmland Converted To Forest To Sell Carbon Credits
Carbon Off-Set Program
This program was designed to reward landowners for their forested lands that contribute to the capture and preservation of greenhouse gases (CO2). MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC CARBON OFF-SET PROGRAM offers forest owners a way to profit annually, through royalties they receive during the program period. The amount a forest owner will receive is based on the amount of forested acreage managed. To qualify, your land must have a Sustainable Management Plan for a duration of 15 years.
Scientific analysis shall be collected and documented annually to record carbon sequestration rates.  This enables us to accurately manage a woodlot and determine the best harvest cycles for each woodland individually.  If a parcel is determined in need of any timber harvesting, after consultation with the landowner, forestry best management practices will be adhered to. The amount of carbon captured as long lived wood products will be documented and added to the forest owner's account.  
These carbon credits, also called offsets, allow companies to purchase carbon credits to offset greenhouse gas emissions.  This market is creating a new revenue opportunity for landowners with a managed, working forest plan.
Sequestering, or “holding,” carbon helps reduce carbon dioxide, one of several greenhouse gases contributing to the warming of the atmosphere.  Research shows that trees are very good at taking atmospheric carbon and converting it to a sequestered, stable form within the tree.  By implementing appropriate practices and technologies according to specific protocols, reductions in greenhouse gas emissions can be monitored, documented, independently verified, then registered to an account as certified, tradable carbon credits.

We understand the complexities involved in measuring, monitoring and reporting forest carbon stocks. We can provide you with a means for integrating voluntary legally binding emissions reductions with emissions trading and offsets.  MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC  also has access to the direct sale marketplace, having the capability of bringing credible and verifiable carbon offset projects to a growing list of interested purchasers, ranging from private individuals, to large corporations. Our focus is on Michigan, we give the local marketplace first opportunity to use our credits for offsets.
Background on Forest Carbon Trading and Marketing
Market-based mechanisms are emerging as a more efficient means for addressing climate change. With market-based mechanisms come opportunities for increasing return on investments available to managed forests, as well as afforestation/reforestation projects.  Voluntary and mandatory forest carbon markets are evolving in the United States for evaluating, registering, verifying, and trading carbon credits for offsetting greenhouse gas emissions from manufacturers and utilities. As markets for ecosystem services like sequestered carbon develop globally, managed forests and reforestation projects will play an increasingly important role for addressing climate change.
The significant concern over global warming has sparked the development of many initiatives here in the states. Across the country, the federal government, state or local governments, NGO’s, not-for-profit organizations, and private enterprises have worked to develop various greenhouse gas registries, cap and trade programs, and other market mechanisms. Without over-arching requirements such as the UN Kyoto protocol or federal regulation, most of these initiatives have been developed independently of one another, resulting in differing ideologies, policies, and program requirements.
Some of the more prevalent of these initiatives include the U.S. DOE 1605b program (registry), the California Climate Action Registry (CCAR), the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), and the Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX). Registries provide entities with the means by which to calculate, track, and report changes in GHG emissions or increases in carbon storage over time. These bodies establish the technical accounting rules that standardize GHG and carbon accounting and ensure consistency in all participant accounting systems. Carbon markets are a combination of the rules set from a registry and the platform on which carbon offset credits (usually metric tons of CO2 equivalent or “MtCO2e”) are traded.
Innovative Revenue Potential
Landowners now have access to an entirely new and innovative program for generating revenue from the sale of the hidden value produced by their forests. The hidden value forest landowners will sell is referred to as a carbon credit and is the same carbon stored inside their trees.  A market designed specifically for trading carbon credits already exists and is fully functional.
As the landowner’s representative in this newly emerging market, MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC's goals are driven by advocacy for sustainable forestry and the long-term, multiple benefits it provides. Using basic tools and thoughtful stewardship will enable landowners to develop working forests capable of producing revenue derived from wood products and carbon credits. MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC CARBON OFF-SET PROGRAM will provide assistance, forestry consultation and educational outreach to landowners enrolled in the program.

To be considered for enrollment, landowners may help us to develop a stewardship plan, arrange for a forest inventory as necessary and be willing to become a certified forest. They must also sign an agreement to abide by the program’s rules. For every forest property enrolled in its program, MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC  will:
· measure its change in wood volume over time; 
· convert its wood volume to volume of carbon credits; 
· sell the credits based on their value in the marketplace. 
· annually pay royalties to all enrolled landowners. 
In exchange for providing its services, MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC CARBON OFF-SET PROGRAM will deduct a management fee from each landowner’s gross carbon payment. This enables all upfront inventory, stewardship, and certification costs to be included as part of our program as well as ensuring the continuing professional sustainable management of your woodland. We believe that this program offers landowners the most transparency, with the lowest overall fees, and best services in the industry.
Forests And CO2
Forest management directed at carbon sequestration could make a significant difference in global carbon sequestration over the near and medium terms. Traditionally, forest management has involved managing woodlands for the production of a single output—timber. Yet forests have always also been a means of sequestering carbon.  In the past this ecosystem benefit went unnoticed and landowners were not compensated for this service. Forest managers would have ignored any carbon considerations in their management actions. Suppose now, however, that annual payments were made for both the carbon sequestration and the timber extracted.
Under this arrangement, timber and carbon sequestration could be viewed as joint products, and the timberland owner would have two market outputs to consider. As the forest matures, the timber stands become more valuable, as does the value of it's carbon sequestration services.  Landowners must contract with an aggregated organization to have their lands included in a larger pool so that they can accumulate enough carbon units to be eligible to trade on the open market.

Forests operate both as vehicles for capturing additional carbon and as carbon reservoirs. A young forest, when growing rapidly, can sequester relatively large volumes of additional carbon roughly proportional to the forest’s growth in biomass. An old-growth forest acts as a reservoir, holding large volumes of carbon even if it is not experiencing net growth. Thus, a young forest will hold less carbon, but it is sequestering additional carbon over time. An old forest may not be capturing any additional new carbon, but can continue to hold large volumes of carbon as biomass over long periods of time. Managed forests offer the opportunity for influencing forest growth rates and providing for full stocking, both of which allow for more carbon sequestration. 
To achieve this result, there must be a net increase in forests so that the total forest biomass increases—or that it decreases less than would be the case in the absence of such management. Sometimes, no overall net forest growth needs to occur. Ideally, the net growth of the forest system is harvested annually by harvesting the tree in the oldest age class. The age of the harvested class is defined as the harvest rotation age. Once mature, such a forest experiences no net increase (or decrease) in timber stock or harvest volumes over time. 
For any such system to work, there must be a way to monitor the trees (and carbon) to determine when certificates are valid and when they are not. Without updated information the system would be destroyed by fraud. Thus, a necessary prerequisite for this system to work is that the everyone must know when the carbon is released from the forest, and at that point, the offset certificate no longer represents any sequestered carbon. A long term management plan needs to be in place.
Finally, harvested wood that is converted into long-lived wood products adds an additional stock of captive carbon. Wood products do not last forever. However, the global inventory of wood products increases when more products are added to the inventory than are removed from the destruction and dissipation of some products. As the wood products’ inventory stock increases, more carbon is held captive, i.e., sequestered, in that stock.
Carbon Sequestration -Overview
CO2 is a gas that occurs naturally in the atmosphere and is always present at some level. As long as the level isn’t excessive, CO2 in the atmosphere is a good thing. In fact, life on earth couldn’t exist without it. 
But, too much CO2 from human activities is a reality that threatens the health of our climate and every person on earth. There are many solutions to this problem. One answer lies with trees. 
Among the many other benefits they provide, trees act like a giant magnet by pulling CO2 out of the atmosphere and storing it as carbon in wood. This process takes place as trees make food out of CO2 through the process of photosynthesis. This food is used by the tree to make its roots, leaves, trunk, stems and fruit.
 Today, landowners have access and opportunity to be paid for the proper management of their forested land by maximizing carbon sequestration. As a renewable resource, forests have the ability to adapt to a range of demanding, naturally occurring conditions.
 But forests cannot withstand the effects of continual, human-caused abuse without suffering a marked decrease in diversity and value. The MICHIGAN TIMBER CONSERVATION LLC CARBON OFF-SET PROGRAM can help landowners restore the health of degraded forests while providing a new source of revenue and a lasting legacy for future generations.
 Michigan Timber Conservation, LLC defines Sustainable Forestry as the management of forest to meet the needs of the present, without compromising future generations to meet their own needs. By practicing a land stewardship ethic, one demonstrates the commitment of reforestation, through managing, nurturing, and harvesting trees for useful products, with the conservation of wildlife, plants, soil, air and water quality, without jeopardizing the integrity of the forest.
 Sustainable forestry can be practiced effectively using basic tools and concepts. A forward thinking landowner needs a stewardship plan, a forest inventory and certification, all complete by a credible, third-party organizations.
 When buyers look for reliable carbon offset programs they make sure their programs have been validated by a third-party. Independent external validation provides the market with assurances that this project meets high-quality environmental and social standards.
 A stewardship plan serves much the same purpose for a forest landowner as a road map does for a traveler. Plans can be written in ways that emphasize a wide range of management options such as preservation of wildlife habitat, conservation of soil and water quality of development of working forests.
 A landowner’s stewardship plan helps guide management decisions by indicating a reasonable way forward. Environmental conservation doesn’t have to be an economic sacrifice. By incorporating strategic planning, landowners can improve their forest health and wildlife habitat – all of which can increase land value and the rate of return on your property. 
Benefits provided by a forest inventory have critical importance for landowners. Without and inventory, landowners can do little more than guess how much timber they have, or what its value is in the market. They also can’t know what their forest’s potential for future growth actually is, or whether it’s capable of producing revenue from the sale of carbon credits.
 In the long term, an accurate inventory will be one of the best, most responsible contributions a forest landowner will ever make towards improving their woodland.
 Forest certification is further acknowledgment that landowners have committed to managing their property as they would any other asset with long-term value. Landowners who certify their forests tend to be respected for their vision in combining tradition with innovation.
 Stewardship plan, forest inventory, and certification are all recommended practices. Together they represent a sensible prescription for helping improve forest health, timber value and environmental balance.
 Recommended practices help forest landowners develop sustain ably managed, working forests. A working forest delivers multiple benefits. In addition to producing wood products, working forest also filter water run-off, control erosion, create recreational opportunity, and improve air quality.
 Thinning and Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) are practices used to help develop multiple-age stands, another feature that often characterizes working forests.
 

